Public Notice 200.

Temporary Admission

4.7 Medical, surgical and laboratory equipment

	Code


	Description



	Regulation


	Commission Regulation 2454/93 Article 566.



	Conditions of relief


	Equipment loaned at the request of a hospital or other medical institution that is in urgent need of the equipment and where it is intended for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes.

The goods must be entered by a hospital or medical institution.



	Period of use


	The time required to use the goods subject to a maximum of 24 months.



	Authorisation 

	Other conditions/form required 

	Security


	Simplified, see paragraph 3.4

	C 88(SAD) declaration (in box 37 quote CPC 53 00 D07 for goods liable to duty and VAT or 53 00 003 'VAT only').


	Not normally required



	Other reliefs

	For donated medical equipment imported by a health authority, hospital department, or medical research institution, see Notice 341 Importing donated medical equipment free of duty and VAT.



Public Notice 340

Importing scientific instruments free of duty and VAT

2. Relief conditions

2.1 Who can get relief?

You can get relief if you are an establishment mainly involved in non-commercial and non-profit making education or scientific research (this can include a division of a public establishment). Examples are:

· universities and university hospital trusts, approved colleges and polytechnics and other similar educational establishments 

· National Health Service and teaching hospitals, including medical schools and research laboratories 

· public health laboratories and 

· research laboratories of Government Departments, research Councils and similar bodies.

You must get approval from our National Import Reliefs Unit (NIRU) - see Section 4 for contact details - to receive eligible goods duty free before making any import declarations. We explain how to apply for NIRU approval in paragraph 3.1.

2.2 What goods can get relief?

The relief covers:

· scientific instruments and apparatus 

· spare parts, components and accessories specifically for scientific instruments and apparatus which have been granted relief and 

· tools to be used for maintaining, checking, calibrating or repairing eligible instruments and apparatus.

2.3 Can I claim VAT relief?

Yes, but only if the goods are intended for use in medical or veterinary research, training, diagnosis or treatment. Such goods are zero-rated for VAT and consequently no tax is payable on them.

You can find further details about zero-rating along with conditions and procedures in our VAT Notice 701/6 Charity funded equipment for medical, research, veterinary etc uses.

2.4 Is there any restriction on the use and disposal of the goods?

Yes, you must keep control and responsibility for the goods that have been granted relief.

You may use the goods only for non-commercial and non-profit making scientific research or educational purposes.

You may lend, hire out or transfer the goods to another approved establishment, as long as you notify NIRU (see Section 4 for contact details) first.

You must pay us the duty if you dispose of the goods in any other way. When this happens, contact our Excise and Customs Helpline for details of the procedure to follow.

Our officers may visit you to confirm that the conditions of the relief are met.

2.5 Is there any relief on equipment imported for international scientific research programmes?

Yes, as long as the equipment:

· is imported by or on behalf of a scientific research establishment based outside the Customs Union 

· is intended for use by, or with the agreement of, the members or representatives of the establishment based outside the Customs Union in accordance with scientific co-operation agreements 

· is to carry out international scientific research programmes in approved establishments based in the Customs Union and 

· remains the property of an organisation or person based outside the Customs Union.

The procedures for obtaining approval and claiming relief on these goods differ from those described elsewhere in this notice. For goods destined for the UK, the head of the scientific research establishment based outside the Customs Union, or their authorised representative, must apply to NIRU for approval to import the goods free of duty. NIRU then have to send the application forward to the EU Commission for consideration.

For further details, contact NIRU.

Public Notice 317.

Imports by charities free of duty and VAT

. Relief conditions

2.1 Who can import the goods?

We have given general approval to the following charitable and philanthropic organisations:

· those registered by the Charities Commission or the Office of the Scottish Charities Regulator 

· state organisations which are devoted to welfare and 

· the following, as long as they are non-profit making and their objective is the welfare of the needy:
- hospitals;
- youth organisations;
- clubs, homes and hostels for the aged;
- orphanages and children’s homes;
- organisations set up for the relief of distress caused by particular disasters in the Customs Union; or
- organisations concerned with the relief of distress generally (such as the British Red Cross Society or the Salvation Army).

2.2 Which goods are eligible for relief and which are not?

(a) The relief covers:

· basic necessities for needy people 

· goods to be used or sold at charity events for the benefit of needy people 

· equipment and office materials to help run your organisation for the benefit of needy people and 

· goods to help deal with disasters in the Customs Union.

We provide further details on each of these in paragraphs 2.3 to 2.6. "Needy people" are those requiring any of the basic necessities listed in paragraph 2.3.

(b) The following specific goods however are not eligible for relief:

· alcoholic products (including alcohol based perfume) 

· tobacco and tobacco products 

· coffee and tea 

· motor vehicles other than ambulances 

· items associated solely with worship such as statues and pulpits and 

· any goods whose importation would give rise to abuse or major distortion of competition. We may therefore limit the quantities or kinds of goods which you can import.

2.3 What are basic necessities?

These are goods to meet the immediate needs of people which will be distributed free of charge to such needy people in the Customs Union or overseas. They include:

· food 

· medicines 

· clothing 

· blankets 

· orthopaedic equipment and 

· crutches.

We will allow relief from duty whether or not you have purchased the goods. But to qualify for relief from VAT, you must have obtained the basic necessities free of charge.

