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Dear Ms Foster
RE : VALUE ADDED TAX – Import VAT Relief.
I refer to you enquiry dated 8th July 2013 which was forwarded to me on the 26th July for consideration.

Firstly, please accept my apologies for not getting back to you sooner.

I have looked at your query in detail together with the additional documentation you sent and reference to our own Departmental records.

I have also discussed this particular scenario with our CITEX team who have responsibility for VAT and Duty on imports.
I understand that the council is receiving 2 spectrometer solenoid magnets as a temporary donation from Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL) in the USA. 

I have looked at the guidance starting with Notice 200 (Temporary Admissions) Section 4.

Section 4.7 deals with medical, surgical and Laboratory equipment. 

Condition : acquired by hospital or other medical institution – Rutherford Appleton is not a medical institution.

Rutherford Appleton deals with particle physics, space science, chemistry etc.

However, “other reliefs” refers to “scientific instruments” - covered in Notice 340, Importing scientific instruments free of duty and VAT.

Section 2.1 of Notice 340 states : Who can get relief?

· research laboratories of Government Departments, research Councils and similar bodies. 
You must get approval from our National Import Reliefs Unit (NIRU) to receive eligible goods duty free before making any import declarations. 

I do not know if this research council has NIRU approval but have also attached the relevant application form.
Section 2.5 adds the conditions applicable to equipment imported for international scientific research programs.
I have also considered the guidance in Public Notice 317, Imports by charities free of duty and VAT, but do not consider Rutherford Appleton meet the criteria laid in sections 2.1 – 2.3, attached.
Therefore, based on the criteria laid down in s 2.1 of Notice 340 and as long as you meet the conditions laid down in s 2.4 (and have NIRU approval) then I believe you qualify for relief from Customs duty.

However, as confirmed by my colleague in CITEX, relief from VAT is not applicable.

This is further confirmed in the conditions as outlined in Section 2.3 which states VAT relief is available, “only if the goods are intended for use in medical or veterinary research, training, diagnosis or treatment”. 

I have attached the relevant extracts from the Public Notices mentioned above along with the application form for NIRU approval. 

What to do if you disagree  

If you disagree with our decision, you need to write to us within 30 days of the date of this letter, telling us why you think our decision was wrong and we will look at it again.  If you prefer, we will arrange for a review by a person not previously involved in the matter. You will then have the right to appeal to an independent tribunal. Alternatively you can appeal direct to the tribunal within 30 days of this letter. 

You can find further information about this in fact sheet HMRC1 HMRC Decisions – What to do if you disagree. You can get this fact sheet by downloading it from our website at www.hmrc.gov.uk/factsheets/hmrc1.pdf or by phoning the HMRC orderline on 0845 900 0404.

If you need to discuss this or any other matters further please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours Faithfully 

Gail Taylor (MISS)

Higher Officer of HM Revenue and Customs
	

	
	

	Information is available in large print, audio tape and Braille formats.

Type Talk service prefix number – 18001

	Pennaeth Uned Busnes, Helen Havercroft
Business Unit Head, Wales: Helen Havercroft
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