GENERAL INFORMATION FOR ALL PERSONS TRAVELING TO ITALY

All foreigners visiting Italy must report to the QUESTURA of the city they are visiting to obtain a PERMESSO DI SOGGIORNO (Permit to Stay) within 8 days of entry into Italy. The Permit to Stay must be presented together with the passport, at the request of the Italian Authorities. It must be surrendered to the Italian Authorities at the time of departure from Italy.

If you have a question that is not answered at www.esteri.it, nor in the specific information provided below, you may contact this office by fax at (415)931-7205 or by email at visti.sanfrancisco@esteri.it. Please allow one to three business days for an answer.

A Schengen visa allows the holder to travel freely in the following countries: AUSTRIA, BELGIUM, DENMARK, FINLAND, FRANCE, GERMANY, GREECE, ICELAND, ITALY, LUXEMBOURG, THE NETHERLANDS, NORWAY, PORTUGAL, SPAIN and SWEDEN.
European Union citizens do not need visas to enter any of the Schengen countries.

Citizens of the following countries DO NOT require visas when visiting Schengen area countries for TOURISM, MISSION, BUSINESS, OR TO PARTICIPATE IN COMPETITIVE SPORTING EVENTS FOR STAYS of 90 days or less. Nevertheless, within eight days from their arrival in Italy, all visitors must report to the local police authority (Questura) to obtain a residence permit (permesso di soggiorno): 

ANDORRES, ARGENTINA, AUSTRALIA, BOLIVIA, BRAZIL, BRUNEI, BULGARIA, CANADA, CHILE, COSTA RICA, CROATIA, CYPRUS, CZECH REPUBLIC, EL SALVADOR, ESTONIA, GUATEMALA, HONDURAS, HUNGARY, ISRAEL, JAPAN, LATVIA, LITHUANIA, MALAYSIA, MALTA, MEXICO, MONACO, NEW ZEALAND, NICARAGUA, PANAMA, PARAGUAY, POLAND, RUMANIA, SAN MARINO, SINGAPORE, SLOVAKIA, SLOVENIA, SOUTH KOREA, SWITZERLAND, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, URUGUAY, VATICAN CITY, VENEZUELA. 

Citizens of countries not listed above need a visa to enter the Schengen area.  

Therefore, if you 

a. If you intend to visit ONLY ONE Schengen country, you must apply at the Consulate of that specific country;

b. If you intend to visit SEVERAL Schengen countries, you must apply at the Consulate of the country where you will stay the longest;

c. If you intend to visit SEVERAL Schengen countries and will be staying the same amount of time in each one, you must apply at the Consulate of the country you will enter first. 

If you do not need a visa for the country that is your longest or first destination, a visa may be required for other Schengen countries you plan to visit.

PROCESSING TIME  

Average processing time is 15 to 30 days, depending on the time of year in which you apply. June, July, August, September, November and December are our busiest months. During those months you must apply at least 30 days before departure, but not more than 90 days before departure. 

RUSH PROCESSING IS NOT AN OPTION. The granting of a visa is contingent upon receiving authorization from the Italian authorities. 

The Visa Department reserves the right to request any additional documentation deemed necessary. The applicant is hereby informed that submitting all the required documentation does NOT guarantee the issuance of the visa.

FEES
Current fees are $77.95 for stays up to 90 days (except for citizens of: Ukraine, Russian Federation, Macedonia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro, Albania and Moldavia for whom the fee is $45.50,  and $97.45 for stays over 90 days (no exceptions). Fees vary every 3 months so it is important to check for updates. Payments are accepted by money order or cashier’s check only, made out to “Consulate General of Italy”. 

TRAVEL ITINERARIES AND/OR TICKETS

Cities and ports of entry must be clear. Airport codes are not accepted.

DOCUMENTATION

One set of originals and one set of copies.

REQUIREMENTS

Requirements are listed under the specific type of visa requested.

FORMS

· Application Form
· Invitation Letter 

· Petition for Spouses of Italian Citizens 

· Affidavit of Financial Support (for students only) 

· Affidavit of Insurance (for students only) 

For requirements for the following types of visas click on the links below.

AIRPORT TRANSIT VISA
TOURISM (1-90 days)

STUDY (INCLUDING EXCHANGE PROGRAMS, RESEARCH AND INTERNSHIP)

SPOUSE/FAMILY MEMBERS OF U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO ITALY CIVILIAN PERSONNEL WORKING IN NATO BASES
For all other types of visas please visit the following link: www.esteri.it
AIRPORT TRANSIT VISA 

In order to access any airport's international zone during brief stopovers, citizens of the following countries must obtain an airport transit visa for all Schengen countries: 

AFGHANISTAN, BANGLADESH, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO, ETHIOPIA, GHANA, IRAN, IRAQ, NIGERIA, PAKISTAN, SOMALIA, SRI LANKA.

The airport transit visa is waived for citizens of the above mentioned countries who hold a US Permanent Resident Card (formerly green card) and intend to transit through Italian airports. 

Airport transit visas do not permit access to the territory of the Schengen country that issues the visa.

NOTICE for COLUMBIAN CITIZENS:

As of June 1st 2006, Columbian citizens who possess a valid permit of stay issued by the European Union, Canada or the United States will be exempted from having to obtain an airport transit visa.

Citizens of the following countries - ALBANIA, ANGOLA, BULGARIA, COLUMBIA (as of June 1st, 2006), EGYPT, ERITREA, GAMBIA, JORDAN, GUINEA BISSAU, HAITI, INDIA, INDONESIA, IVORY COAST, LEBANON, LIBERIA, LIBYA, MALI, ROMANIA, SENEGAL, SIERRA LEONE, SUDAN, SYRIA, TOGO, TURKEY might need an airport transit visa only for some Schengen countries. Please click on the link at the beginning of this page to see if you require an airport transit visa for the specific country through which you are transiting.
1) Completed application form with one recent passport-size photograph, glued to the form; 

2) Passport or official travel document valid at least 3 months beyond the validity date of the visa requested, with a visa for the third destination country, if applicable. The passport must have a blank page available on which the visa can be affixed;

3) Airline tickets;

4) Currently valid US visa.

TOURIST VISA

1)Completed application form with one recent passport-size photograph, glued to the form;     

2)Passport or Travel Document (original plus one copy) with a validity that exceeds the intended stay of the applicant by at least three months. The passport must have a blank page to affix the visa;

3)Driver’s License or State I.D. (original plus one photocopy)as   proof of residence in our jurisdiction      

4)Alien Resident Card or valid visa for residence and employment or study in the United States, with relevant documentation permitting reentry into the United States (original plus photocopy);     

5)Current bank statement, or notarized letter from the bank                     attesting to the applicant’s financial status, or traveler checks (original plus photocopy);

6)Verification of employment (statement from employer regarding position held, length of employment, recent salary and duration of  vacation). If you are self-employed or the owner of a company you must bring copies of your business license (if applicable) and business income tax returns (original plus photocopy);

If you are supported by a spouse or relative please enclose his/her employment and financial information: employment letter, bank statement, and a notarized statement with which the person assumes financial responsibility for your stay in the Schengen area. 

7)Ticket reservation for roundtrip flights from the US to Europe (and      

ultimately to Italy) and back including internal entry and exit points of travel i.e. EURAIL tickets, car rental, internal flights (original plus photocopy) and a statement detailing your complete itinerary. The name on the reservations must reflect the name on the passport. The applicant may be required to show the actual ticket when picking up the visa.

8)Proof of medical insurance covering the entire period of stay in Italy must be provided. US health insurance policies are accepted only with statements from the health insurance company confirming that the company will pay Italian providers directly (not that they will reimburse the insured). In lieu of this applicants may show proof of purchase of medical travel insurance for the whole travel period.      Minimum coverage must be $40,000.00;

9)Proof of lodgings. This may be:

· proof of confirmed hotel reservations for the entire duration of  the applicant’s stay in Italy;  

· if staying with a family or a friend, the applicant must submit a notarized letter of invitation from the host, including a copy of his/her passport and of his/her “permesso di soggiorno” residence permit in Italy). SEE FORMS.
· if the host is an Italian citizen, the letter of invitation and copy of his/her Italian passport may be faxed to this Consulate General and the signature does not need notarization.

A MINOR traveling to Italy as a tourist must have the consent of both parents. His/her birth certificate must be presented and his/her application must be signed by both parents. If the minor is not traveling with both parents, the parent who is not traveling must sign a separate, notarized, authorization form. 

PLEASE NOTE: THE PARENTS MUST BE THE SAME AS THE ONES SHOWN ON THE BIRTH CERTIFICATES. IF THEY ARE NOT, A CUSTODY ORDER MUST BE SUBMITTED OR THE PARENT SHOWN ON THE BIRTH CERTIFICATE MUST GIVE HIS/HER CONSENT. 
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STUDY VISA
If you are a non-European Union citizen traveling to Italy for study, novitiate training, research, or internship, you NEED a Student Visa, regardless of the length of your stay in Italy.

STUDY VISAS are free of charge.

The requirements for the following categories of applicants may be found at www.esteri.it
Applicants to Italian Universities

Recipients of study grants

Religious and novitiate training

Technical and professional post-secondary education

For all others, the requirements are those listed below.

STUDENTS ENROLLED IN US UNIVERSITIES ATTENDING US CAMPUSES ABROAD OR ITALIAN ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS

1)Completed Application Form with one recent passport photograph (2x2 inches in size, full face, front view, color), glued to the application; 

2)Passport or official travel document valid for at least 3 months beyond the validity date of the visa requested. The passport must have a blank page available for the visa to be affixed; 

3)Driver’s License or State I.D. proving residence in this consular jurisdiction;

4)Alien Registration Card (formerly known as “green card”), for non U.S. citizens, or a valid U.S. long term visa, plus an endorsed I-20, or IAP66, or advance parole or any other pertinent document from the Office of Homeland Security, allowing the bearer of the visa to reenter the United States. B1/ B2 visas are not accepted. 

5) Letters of Acceptance: 

a) Letter from the U.S. Academic Institution stating that the applicant is currently enrolled and admitted to its foreign affiliate or branch or to an Italian school, and

b) Letter in Italian from the U.S. Campus in Italy or from an accredited Italian Academic Institution indicating that the applicant has been admitted.

These letters must indicate:

The name of the student; 

The complete name and address of the school in Italy;

The exact period of study including day/month/year and weekly hours;

That tuition, room and board and health insurance are covered or that the student had made arrangements with the Academic Institution for the same.

Both letters must be on original letterhead of the school, stamped with the official seal of the Institution and signed by an official representative. 
6)Proof of funds:  Please note that the financial information is confidential, required of all applicants and must be present on file.

For self-sufficient students:

Original letter from the bank on bank letterhead and with a bank official's signature, indicating the exact balance. A minimum of $900.00 per each month of stay is required. This letter must be recently dated. 

If the applicant is a recipient of financial aid, a letter from the Financial Aid Advisor/Office, stating the semester costs, the amount of aid, etc. must also be submitted.

For students financially dependent on their parents all of the following items are required: 

a) Affidavit of Support from the parent/s addressed to this         Consulate, stating that the parent/s will assume full financial responsibility for any and all expenses incurred by the student during his/her stay in Italy. The signature/s must be notarized. 

b) original letter from the parents’ bank on the bank letterhead with a bank official's signature, indicating the exact balance. A minimum of $900.00 per each month of stay in Italy is required.  This letter must have a recent date. 

7) Affidavit of health insurance coverage. 

Upon arrival in Italy, proof of health insurance must be shown to the local Police Office (Questura), the authority in charge of issuing the “Permesso di Soggiorno per motivi di studio” (Residence Permit).  

According to Italian regulations, medical insurance must cover necessary medical expenses in Italy without any form of limitations, restrictions, or deductible, even if minimal. 

Depending on your insurance status, you will comply with the insurance requirement in one of the following ways:

· You currently do not have a policy that satisfies the above requirement. In this case you need to complete the consular insurance affidavit form and choose option A (see FORMS). By doing so you will be declaring that you will obtain an insurance policy with an Italian company immediately after your arrival in Italy and before applying for the Permesso di Soggiorno.

· You currently have a policy that complies with the Italian requirement previously mentioned (insurance policy without any sort of deductible, restrictions or limitations). In this case you need to complete the consular insurance affidavit form, choosing option B (see FORMS), and attaching a letter from the insurance company or a copy of your insurance policy.

8) Proof of adequate lodgings available for the entire stay;

9) Roundtrip flight reservations.

FAMILY MEMBERS TRAVELING WITH THE APPLICANT ARE NOT ENTITLED TO A STUDENT VISA.
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A VISA MAY BE REQUESTED BY THE PRINCIPAL AFTER HIS/HER ARRIVAL IN ITALY FOR THE FAMILY MEMBERS TO JOIN HIM/HER AT A SUBSEQUENT DATE. PLEASE SEE INFORMATION AT www.esteri.it UNDER RICONGIUNGIMENTO.

Students under the age of 18, but over 14, may travel to Italy on a student visa only if the are participating in an approved exchange program.

APPROVED EXCHANGE PROGRAMS 
United States High School students participating in Exchange Programs, in addition to all of the above, but in place of item N. 5, letters a, b must present the following: 

a) a letter from the Exchange Program, in original, attesting to the student’s participation in said program;

b) a statement from the host school in Italy, in original, certifying that the student has been accepted;

c) a declaration from the host parent in Italy, (the exchange program will obtain this document). 
Please be advised that the Consular Office may request any additional documents at its discretion.

STUDENT VISAS WILL NOT BE ISSUED TO MINORS UNDER THE AGE OF 14.
RESEARCHERS

People who wish to enter Italy for the purpose of conducting advanced research, need to present the following documentation:

1)Completed application form with one recent passport-size photograph, glued to the form;     

2)Passport or Travel Document (original plus one copy) with a validity that exceeds the intended stay of the applicant by at least three months. The passport must have a blank page to affix the visa;

3)Driver’s License (original plus one photocopy) as proof of residence in our jurisdiction, or Student I.D. (original plus one photocopy) as proof of enrollment in a school in our jurisdiction;     

4)Alien Resident Card or valid visa for residence and employment or study in the United States, with relevant documentation permitting reentry into the United States (original plus photocopy); 

5)Declaration from hosting institution specifying dates and nature of research, accompanied by declaration from the “Direzione Provinciale del Lavoro” with territorial jurisdiction over the hosting institution, certifying that the position held by researcher in Italy is not within those contemplated by article 27, comma 1, letter c) of TU 286/1998 and subsequent modifications and amendments. If it qualifies as work, please see the instructions at www.esteri.it under “work visas”;
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6)Funds: proof of the amount of the grant, and of supplementary funds (savings account statement)if the grant amount does not meet the parameters established by current regulations www.esteri.it ; 

7)Ticket reservation for roundtrip flights from the US to Italy;

8)Proof of medical insurance covering the entire period of stay in Italy must be provided. US health insurance policies are accepted only with statements from the health insurance company confirming that the company will pay Italian providers directly (not that they will reimburse the insured). In lieu of this applicants may show proof of purchase of medical travel insurance for the whole travel period.      Minimum coverage must be $40,000.00;

9)Proof of lodgings.

RESEARCHERS MAY REQUEST THE SAME VISA FOR AN ACCOMPANYING SPOUSE AND FOR MINOR CHILDREN.

The requirements for family members are all of the above (both parents must sign children’s applications).

INTERNS

1)Completed application form with one recent passport-size photograph, glued to the form;     

2)Passport or Travel Document (original plus one copy) with a validity that exceeds the intended stay of the applicant by at least three months. The passport must have a blank page to affix the visa;

3)Driver’s License or State I.D. (original plus one photocopy) as   proof of residence in our jurisdiction      

4)Alien Resident Card or valid visa for residence and employment or study in the United States, with relevant documentation permitting reentry into the United States (original plus photocopy); 

5)Declaration from hosting institution specifying dates and nature of internship, accompanied by a specific authorization issued by the Regione;

6)Proof that the applicants previous education/training in the United States was in a field related to the desidered internship position;

6)Funds: proof of the amount of the grant, and of supplementary funds (savings account statement)if the grant amount does not meet the parameters established by current regulations www.esteri.it ; 

7)Ticket reservation for roundtrip flights from the US to Italy;

8)Proof of medical insurance covering the entire period of stay in Italy must be provided. US health insurance policies are accepted only with statements from the health insurance company confirming that the company will pay Italian providers directly (not that they will reimburse the insured). In lieu of this applicants may show proof of purchase of medical travel insurance for the whole travel period.      Minimum coverage must be $40,000.00;

9)Proof of lodgings.
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SPOUSE/FAMILY MEMBERS OF U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO ITALY

Family members wishing to accompany the principal (military) assigned to Italy, must provide the following documents:

1)Completed application form, with one recent passport size photograph, glued to it. Signature must be notarized if application is submitted by mail.

2)“No fee” passport with a validity that exceeds the intended stay of the applicant by at least three months (original and photocopy). Please make sure your passport has a blank page to affix the visa.

3)Notarized photocopy of applicant’s driver’s license, in order to verify his/her residency in this Consulate’s jurisdiction.

4)Military orders of the principal assigned to Italy, including the names of the family members authorized to follow him/her.

5)Cover letter from the competent military department requesting a visa for family members: the request must indicate name, surname and family relationship with the principal, destination and duration of the assignment in Italy, date of departure, telephone number of the official who is signing the letter.

6)Original marriage certificate and child’s/children’s birth certificate/s showing parents name, plus one copy of each (the original certificates will be returned to the applicant).

FOR APPLICANTS UNDER THE AGE OF 18, submit a separate notarized consent letter signed by both parents or legal guardian, with signatures notarized. PLEASE NOTE: THESE PARENTS MUST BE THE SAME AS THE ONES SHOWN ON THE BIRTH CERTIFICATES. IF THEY ARE NOT, A CUSTODY ORDER MUST BE SUBMITTED OR THE PARENT SHOWN ON THE BIRTH CERTIFICATE MUST GIVE HIS/HER CONSENT. 

7)Flight itinerary.

8)Return envelope - In order to insure the prompt return of your passport please provide a self-addressed prepaid EXPRESS MAIL ENVELOPE (U.S. POSTAL SERVICE).

PLEASE NOTE: 

Visa requests for dependent family members should be submitted directly by the military base in the U.S, with the applicant’s signature legalized by a notary public;

THERE IS NO FEE FOR THIS TYPE OF VISA
CIVILIAN PERSONNEL WORKING IN NATO BASES

Type of visa: Mission


The documentation to be submitted to this Consulate General for each category listed bellow:
CATEGORY I - Civilian personnel (employees of the U.S. government) assigned to a U.S./NATO Military Base in Italy.
CATEGORY II - Civilian contractors/technicians working at a U.S./NATO Military Base in Italy.


CATEGORY N. 1:

1)Completed application form, with a recent 2X2 photograph, glued to the application;

2)United States official passport with a validity that exceeds the intended stay in Italy by at least three months. The passport must have a blank page to affix the visa;

3)Notarized photocopy of applicant’s driver’s license, in order to verify his/her residency in this Consulate’s jurisdiction.  

4)An official letter from the competent military department in the United States requesting the issuance of the visa. It must indicate the full name of the applicant, destination and duration of the assignment in Italy, duties assigned, date of departure for Italy, and telephone number of the official signing the letter; 
5)Military orders (Request/Authorization for DOD Civilian Permanent Duty or Temporary Change of Station (TCS) Travel); 

6)If family members are accompanying the applicant for the duration of his/her stay in Italy, they must be mentioned in the official letter from the competent military department in the U.S. and on the military orders. They must also also possess a U.S. official passport, fill out an application form, submit a certified copy of the marriage certificate and birth certificates of children. If family members are minor children, both parents must submit a notarized parental consent, addressed to the Italian Consulate, giving permission to accept the visa application and to issue the visa. The parents signing the consent form must be the ones shown on the minor’s birth certificate. If they are not, a custody order is required. 

7)A notarized copy of driver’s license to show residence in this jurisdiction;

8)Flight itinerary;

9)Return envelope - provide a self-addressed Express Mail prepaid envelope.

PLEASE NOTE:
Visa requests of civilian personnel (employees of the U.S. government) assigned to a U.S./NATO Military Base in Italy, should be submitted directly by the military base in the U.S, with the applicant’s signature legalized by a notary public;
THERE IS NO FEE FOR THIS TYPE OF VISA
CATEGORY N. 2 (Applicant is employed by a private company and has been assigned to a military base in Italy in the framework of a work contract between the private company and the U.S. Armed Forces):


1)Completed application form, with a recent 2X2 photograph, glued to the application;

2)United States passport with a validity that exceeds the intended stay in Italy by at least three months. The passport must have a blank page to affix the visa;

3)An official letter from the competent military department in the United States requesting the issuance of the visa. It must indicate the full name of the applicant, destination and duration of the assignment in Italy, duties assigned, date of departure for Italy, and telephone number of the official signing the letter;
4)Letter issued by the USSO (United States Sending Office) at the United States Embassy in Rome;

5)The military orders (PCS orders). 

6)If family members are accompanying the applicant for the whole duration of his/her stay in Italy, they must be mentioned in the official letter from the competent military department in the U.S. and on the military orders. They must also possess a valid passport, 
fill out an application form, submit a certified copy of the marriage certificate and birth certificates of the children. If family members are minor children, both parents must submit a notarized parental 
consent, addressed to the Italian Consulate, giving permission to accept the visa application and to issue the visa. The parents signing the consent form must be the ones shown on the minor’s birth certificate. If they are not, a custody order is required.

7)A notarized copy of the Military ID and driver license (also for spouse).

8)Flight itinerary.

9)Return envelope - provide a self-addressed prepaid Express Mail envelope.

Visa requests of civilian personnel (employees of the U.S. government) assigned to a U.S./NATO Military Base in Italy, should be submitted directly by the military base in the U.S, with the applicant’s signature legalized by a notary public;

Fee required. Check the general page for updated information.
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