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1. Always use a braking system (such as wheel chocks) when the rock trolley is stationary. The rock trolley has no brakes and a 6-ton runaway load can do a lot of damage. Do not use the hydraulic cylinders as brakes.

2. Check to make sure there are no kinks in the hydraulic lines before using the hydraulic system.

3. Check the oil level in the hydraulic system. Level should be about 0.25 to 0.5 inch from the fill hole.

4. Close all valves to the hydraulic cylinders after load is supported. Open valves allows hydraulic fluid to transfer between cylinders, resulting in possible “rocking” of the load.

5. Check welds periodically for cracks. Cracks may arise if the pallet is overloaded or payload is dropped onto pallet.

6. Steering the pallet using the rotating machinery dollies should be performed by a minimum of 2 people (one per wheel).

7. The front Unistrut support is not designed to carry the full load of the 6-ton rock sample. Web strapping should be used to tie the front corners of the rock pallet to the top of the Unistrut supports.

8. When lowering a fully loaded rock pallet, release the hydraulic pressure VERY SLOWLY.

9. Check the path in front of the wheels of the machinery dollies. A small rock can prevent the trolley from rolling.

10. When rigging for a crane lift, lift the rock trolley by the lower box beams. The holes near the ends of the box beams may be used for lifting, or pass a sling completely through the interior of the beam.

11. Check the flatness of the ground on which the rock trolley will be rolling. Although there is no flatness requirement, checking the ground flatness will let you know whether to expect rocking of the trolley. If the ground is not flat enough, only three machinery dollies will contact the ground (if it is one of the steerable machinery dollies, it will not provide the expected steering). Ground flatness could be checked with a flat sheet of 0.75 inch plywood.

12. The rock trolley may have difficulties rolling over a small curb. Check rolling path with the trolley unloaded to see if it will clear all bumps in the rolling path.

13. Over time the hydraulic cylinders may get sticky and not fully retract. The retraction is spring-actuated. Use a pry bar to retract the cylinders until they can be lubricated.

14. Both the machinery dollies and hydraulic cylinders can be removed once the rock pallet and its payload is accessible with a forklift. This is the recommended handling procedure.

15. Double check tightness of bolts to the hydraulic cylinders and machinery dollies before use.

